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What I wish I knew as a new teacher: 

 

I wish I knew that it was ok to be strict with my students right away at the beginning of the year. Don’t 

worry about damaging those relationships with your students, they will still develop. In fact, be 

unwavering and overly strict in the beginning. The kids love structure and rules (even if they won’t admit 

it). At the beginning of the year go over the rules and consequences. Throughout the year, reference 

back to those conversations.  

In addition, never react with students and when you do, admit your mistake and apologize. 

Communicate in a calm voice and tone. Explain: why you are doing what you are doing, why you want 

them to do something or the implications of what they did/said and the consequences. 

These tools of classroom management have helped my life as a teacher be a little easier.  


